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When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom Play Summary

Scene 1, The Bongpyeong Street Market

Korean local street markets open every five days. Peddlers wander from market to market
to sell their goods in every other local market every day. Huh, a peddler and the main
character, opens his booth to sell his goods with his buddy Cho in the Bongpyeong
Market in Gangwon—do where other peddlers and nearby villagers who want to buy
goods all gather. The Bongpyeong Market reminds Huh of a woman he met and fell in
love with in the town twenty five years ago, and he always expects to hear some news
about her whenever he visits the market. Then in the market, he gets mad and jealous
when he sees Dongee, a young peddler, attracting all the customers’ attention.

Scene 2, The Love of An Old Donkey

Having had an argument with the young peddler, Huh is heaing for Ms. Chungju’ s
Tavern expecting to hear some news about the woman he has never met again for twenty
five years,

His buddy Cho sees Huh' s old donkey following a female donkey he has seen in the
market, Being told he is too old to love, the donkey expresses his feelings to her,

Scene 3, Ms, Chungju’ s Tavern

Ms. Chungju who runs atavern near the Bongpyeong Market is having a great time with Dongee,
the young peddler, who is good at dancing and talking. When Dongee makes an indecent joke
at Ms, Chungju, Huh scolds him mentioning his father, which leads to Dongee” s storming out of
the tavern with the statement that he has no father. After a while, however, Dongee helps Huh' s
donkey get out of trouble and they make up. The three peddlers leave for the Dachwa Market,
the next destination, together at night.

Scene 4, The Love in a White Buckwheat Field

Traveling in the moonlight, the peddlers walk across a field full of white buckwheat flowers in
bloom. Whenever Huh sees the field, he tells the story of his romance where he fell in love
with a woman for the first time in his life, Twenty five years ago, Huh met a lady by chance
in that buckwheat field full of white flowers. He spent the night with her, and gave his shirt
to her when they parted at dawn, Though he has never seen her again after the night, he
cherishes the memory of it.

Scene 5, Looking for Love, Full of Hope

When Huh and his donkey are swept away in rapids, Dongee rescues them. Huh notices that
Dongee is left—handed as he himself is. They get closer, and Dongee says that his mother
cherishes an old shirt of a man, Thinking Dongee might be his son, Huh suggests they head
for Jecheon where Dongee’ s mother now lives after visiting the Daehwa Market. Expecting
to meet his first love he has been looking for in his entire life, he is full of hope.
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When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom Introduction

A Masterpiece of Korean Literature
Re—created as an Entertaining Show

“When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom” by Lee Hyoseok(1907—1942) is one of the most famous short
stories representing Korean literature. The story is about memory and hope of a man who can’t
forget his old romance. It is described poetically in a pastoral scenery of mountainous country of
Bongpyeong and Daehwa, which are near the hometown of the writer who was born in Pyeongchang in
Gangwon—do, The writer' s masterpiece was very popular when it was first published in the October
issue of the magazine {Chogwang) in 1936. It was adapted to a fim in 1967 and to a TV drama
in 1986, and the animation adaptation was screened in the 17th Busan International Fim Festival
in 2012,

The Gangwon Provincial Drama Theater(GPDT) has decided to produce the play adaptation of the story
as its main production in 2013 for the Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics. Established by Gangwon—do
citizens to communicate through theater with people from different cultures especially during
Pyeongchang 2018, GPDT has developed plays such as When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom,
Huh Nansulhun, and The Fairy Talein DMZ, Amongthem, When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom hasbeen
chosenasthe mainproductionforPyeongchang 2018, asitisregarded asmore accessibletoaudience from
different cultures.

Withits style being called ‘total performance theater’, itis setinthe Bongpyeong Street Marketinthe early
1900s. The main character Huh, a peddler, wanders across Gangwon—do to sell goods in various local
markets with his old friend Cho and his old donkey. He visits the Bongpyeong Market where Dongee,
a young peddler, attracts great attention from customers. When Huh sees Dongee play around with
Ms. Chungju who is popular among peddlers in her tavern, he tries to scold him and ends up having an
argument with him, However, they make up when Dongee has gotten Huh' s donkey out of trouble, and
they start to walk together to the Daehwa Market at night. Walking across a field full of white buckwheat
flowers in the moonlight, Huh tells a story of his romance in which he spent a night with a woman in that
buckwheat field twenty five years ago. Having told his story, Huh learns that Dongee has a single mother
who was bornin Bongpyeong, the town where they are now. Dongee is left—handed as Huh himself is, and
Dongee says his mother cherishes an old shirt of a man while Huh, twenty five years ago, gave his
shirt to the woman he spent the night with when they parted at dawn! Now Huh is full of hope.
What is waiting for him after all those years of wandering and looking for his love?
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History

History of Gangwon Provincial Drama Theater

Gangwon Provincial Drama Theater(GPDT) was established on December 24, 2013 to contribute
to development of the regional theatrical culture and cultural success of the Pyeongchang 2018
Winter Olympics. GPDT ams to create and produce high—quality plays based on regional stories or
those about figures born in the Gangwon region, GPDT tries to communicate with global citizens as
well as national ones, believing that what is beautiful in Korean and Gangwon—ic way is beautiful
in the global way as well.

O 2013

12. 24. Gangwon Provincial Drama Theater is established.

O 2014

04. 25. (Huh Nansulhun) is produced as the Theater’ s first production in Chuncheon,

05.-06. {Huh Nansulhun) is presented in a tour across the Gangwon region
such as in Sokcho, Pyeongchang, Wonju, Taebaek, and Gangneung.

07. 03. The Theater participated in The 5th Korean National And Public Theater
Festival in Gyeongju with {Huh Nansulhun).

07. 08. The Theater participated in The Day Of Gangwon Citizens with the
performance {(We Are One).

09.-10. {Huh Nansulhun) is presented in a tour in Donghae, Hongcheon,
Hoengseong, and Inje.

O 2015
01.-02. The Theater holds the training session, “The Art of Act 2015 — the 1st
part” , which is about speech and physical training.
04.-06. The Theater holds the training session, “The Art of Act 2015 — the 2nd
part” , which is about the drumming skill “Nanta.”

06. (The Fairy Tale in DMZ) is presented in a tour in Chuncheon, Cheorwon,
and Goseong.
10. (The Fairy Tale in DMZ) is presented in a tour in Wonju and Gangneung.
O 2016

01.-02. The Theater holds the training session, “The Art of Act 2016 — the 1st
part” , which is about playwriting.

01. The Theater holds the training session, “The Art of Act 2016 — the 2nd
part” , which is about speech and stage movement.

06. {When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom) is presented in a tour in
Hoengseong, Donghae, and Cheorwon,

07. 26. The Theater participated in The 7th Korean National And Public Theater Festival
in Gyeongju with {When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom).

07. 31. {When The Buckwheat Flowers Bloom) is presented in Yanggu.

09.-10. {When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom) is presented in a tour in Yangyang, Wonju,
Pyeongchang, Yeongwol, Sokcho, and Inje.

O 2017

02.—05. (When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom) Season 2 is presented in the Heating Up Olympics Tour in
Gangneung, Daegu, Hongcheon, Chuncheon, Seoul, Jeongseon, and Pyeongchang.
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